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FAY. NUMBER: { ‘%‘D@:‘) L M85
. o ' , ot
NAME: Delooradn Kottel and Jesse [Houm. abiong wiy Mervoors of, Judicrad
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MESSAGE (poosihiav letles o H8 (o5,

“This telefaxed information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it
is addressed and contains information that is goufidential, Furthermore, this information may
be protected by Federal law relating to confidentiality {42 CFR Part 2} prohibiting any further
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recinient ¢r the employee
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, vou are hereby notified that
ary, review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this commmunication is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this cormnmunication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone
and retum the original message to us at the above address via mail. Thank Yeu.
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Marci Lorio, RMA
1171 4" dvenue
Vaughn, MT 58487
(408) 965-2268

February 13, 2007

From, Marci Lorio, RMA
To:  Members of the Mouse Judictary Commities

Re:  Opposition to HE 605

I am a Registered Medics! Assistant (RMA) who has worked in physicians” offices for weil over 12 years.
| recaived most of my training &3 a hospital corpsman in tha Navy whera | was trained in every aspect of
the medicel assisting ficld as well as other responsitiiities as an EMT and sume nursing respunsibilities
that leday's registered nurses are responsibie for,

Virained in Califomia, then roved back to Montana and have not seen any training fasilities for meq’icaé‘
assistants (MA) available. Almost 4l MA's who live In Montana have had o go out of stale for training, It
HB 605 is enacted there would be ne provision in plage for training of MA's, which are in short supply in
this state. If all medical assistants must be registered or certified, patient care would sufier grestiy wilh
the lack of "trained" personnel. Having worked I Great Falls as a MA for eight years, | have seen fhe
results of short supply of trained madice! staff, and feel this law would hamoer the quidity of cars for alt
Montanans. ‘

Azcerding to the American Medical Technologists (AMT) "appiicant shall nave been empioyed in j:he
profession of Medical Assisting for a minimurm of fiva (8) yesrs, no mora than lwc {2} years z.?f which may
have been an instrustor in a postsecondary madical assistant program.” Inn HE 603 anyone fniergsted in
becoming a MA by way of on the job training wouid no longer be able to rain along side & physiciarn.

As 2 RMA, 1 am bound by the bylaws set through the AMT (which is a nationatly accredited crganizgtion.)
The AMT leaves the responsibliities of the RMA {0 be set by the physician. |, my;elf, higve warked in
dermatology for 12 years and have focused my training in dermatology by .@tt&nrjxng national mes@tmgs.
reading journals, networking and on the job training. | feel that If the physician, for whom twork, is

comiortable with my training and ability fo assist, there should not be & “law” made by legisiatars who are

not performing the tasks themselves. The physician should determine the f.e?spcmibiiitias of those
he/she works with and trusls to kelir run his/her practice. Aiter all, the physician s the she wio must
answer for all migtakes made by hisg/her staff,

hank you for taking the tims to read this in your busy schedule.

Sincarely

AL
/@m.@%«w, A

Karsi Lorio, RMA
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NORTHWEST ORTHOPEDICS R
camsom & SPORTS MEDICINE swaren P Kuit Thordersen, MD

February 14, 2007

Dear 8ir's:

Lam a Chinie Operations Manager for Northwest Orthopedics & Sports Medicine, | heve managed
ciinics in Novthwest Montana for the fast 18 years. | have also sat on the Flathead Vallsy
Cormmunity College Roard for Certified Medica) Assistants. | have concerns abolt the practicsi
and finanial effect of House B No 608 and huw it will not only financially but literally devastate
the Physician Clinics and cur abilty to pn.wxde quaiity health care if passed.

Realistically only about 20% of Medical Assistants in Physician Clinics of Montana are registered
or certifiad. Al of these assistanis have been {rained by physicians for mairy years and operate
and perform task thal have been approved by the phiysician empioyer. A physician is not geing to

allow his medical assistant to perform task that he/she fegls the medical assistant is not *ralned in
doing nor is he going to put himssit ot risk. His his liability at nsk as woil.

In Kalispell you wsi! see a higher number of Cerdified and Registenad Assistants bt in the rural |
areas of Montang, this il could Gumpletely devastate Physicisn Clinics. This day in ags there
are not ancugh FCN 5 and LPN's as it is, His notl even realistic to think that this bl could be
passed next week and that Physician Clinics could pessibly replace the staff we are currently

aperating with licensad personal. 1tis very difficult to Al clivical positions with quaiified madical
assistanis as iz, If a bill like this were passed it woulkd have to be implemented over a pericd of
10015 yearn in orderio ailcw Nummg and Medzc.a! Assistant Programs to gear up.

| have addressed some concems in House Bnl. No. 608 as foliows,
Bection ]

(1) An internship in a hospital is not realistic since medical assislants rarely practice ina
hospital environment, Job duties and task are not even comparable. Paragraph 1 states
that the boand could approve othier intemship programs | arn umcmned the process

- would be lengthy are impractical,

{#) There should be 2 descriptions in this sedion
(8) Medicsl Assistant-an ailied healthcare worker who function under the supervision of
the physician or podiatrist who perforns linical and adminisirative task.
(b} Certified Medical Asaistant an sllied healthcare worker (wio has complated 2 course
of study and azsumed the title of certified or regxs‘lared)wa funclion under the
suparvision of the Physiclan or Podiatist and performs clinical and administraiive task.

(7} Should read: Diredt Supervision {not onsile supervision), there are many Lask such 48
faking vital signs that a physicians does net need 1o be present in the
clinic sefting. it would be very unBikely that these procedures could cause harm 1o the
patient. Each physician should set guldelines in given dlinic and not
aliow Medical Assistants to perform until these task can be done with patient safety in
mingd. | feel this is done now,
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Section i

fem 2 a

vili. Should read administering medication (remove unite dosage).

ltem 2 - :
b. Should read: A physician or podiatrist shall provide direct supecvision of any of the
clinicad task provided for in this subsaction (2) 1§ should also resd that the

following task should only he performed with sufficient training, coarse study o
cenification in the follovdng.

a.  adroinistedng consscious sedatmn (st guidelines require ACGLS certification).
b. intravenous administeation of fluids, medication or blood genducts.

tem 4 needs to be removed.

{tern 4
e. Needs 10 be removed unless this requirement is mandatory for other heaith care
parsonal such as RM's, Parsmedics, EMT's and LIPN'g,

Hem ©
The board “may” hold the supervising physician or podistris responsible.

Thank you for your promy attention to my concems aad how your bill will affen healthaare in
Montana.

Sincerely, Y

/ ;
k..)@*/“(i} . ’) / UAd- v\
Sandra Absalomson
Clinic Gperations Manager
Norihwest Orthopedics & Sports Medicing




B‘”,ng_s Chﬂiﬁ. G20 South Haynes Avenye
Miles City Miles Gity, MT 56501
A ) Phone (406) 2337000
Fax (40€) 233.7070

Fix /%swi/#/f‘ " //%’%M K&"pﬁéﬁé
o Bumess 3 Lo Gimegrom Bllos one W’ifj

At

rae [/ Y06 Yy ¢ X AN Fages:

pates 2 2o U/

Phone; _
Res /O‘ @é@& | Copy:

m’ For Raview Crlease Commont [Iricase Repty

{1 rgent

The infoimafion conlafnsd In tis facsimile message & contidantis! information ieudat oty for the s of the lndivikiua)
ow%mrd shove. i the reacer of tite mossag I not the nlanded necipiurt, you arg faireby ndtied that ary
disgamly « Wksiribietion, or copy of Ul faceimile i Siriclly prohitited. ¥ you iave sosived this faminil In omor,
phesss oolify vs immediately Ly tlsphore and rebin the origina! massegs to us «f the sddiess nbranced below vis the
Unitod Siaes Poutal Barvica, Chnle,

At Privacy Qicer, PO Box 37004, Gitlngs MT 53107-7000.




i/ . Up— [

R -c_:-;) ,_T ‘M_I_,..,__f.,»,»,.} _,7) N ,r' R : -
. /_!/6?[ g’C.,-# S ]7 e d_su“l,a ot ._é’_

o —. {‘fi Yo !__‘f“" . gn), !ivw\ S0 ;gm“ ~ bkﬁ ; _‘:i ]
R [V fim._ na ‘ ‘;1 ) Lv«m@r e Tiﬂ»«:’“ LS "‘h Wr
- - % [Atr ,) @ € \f .. \is NS /,_&,gg..&:_f 2y J’ﬁ L frtas ‘Z}Z;’?:;

oL U A
— [:/!/Cr‘zfﬁ _ 7‘ "-C..,.-~ s j (cfw}?f( AL .«(// 7 “r{// lacJled” Klc {_
e Bt el CWer pot L,w‘f-ge ...........

I KV S § S W ‘HNL« %ﬁu.. & "'m Covey
-~ S h’i..(« {”Luw . W(\,umf«/(\w\v‘«\; 0{‘~ _ Wféf""m#
Y/ mj{f; P _:ciz/é/m J ;lj 7 71/‘4?/& ;M

e Y, Mcg .4«_‘15...! 7 ”_,,1:/ bt . 2 fwy/,é: / NG il
W/ s é,ﬂf Ny 77 T e o
I — ff ) L P w' i’ f—wf’ s S 8ST 2974 :
e FTlardd S o ddde s ‘"/{’{mf

e — /x e §z_/” WA /Zicf/u f:zf(«w’r 7’4 st

e e _._,[f* /th/ 78, C/m L L / fﬁ«ﬁ' w/Z/
/{-’5‘ g 7‘}’4(//5“:,4 LS8 4L /,mw f,i'i _

ifey . é«r&j«/ Sl QeI A

#




”

AL o Rer A R

“"'m ) ‘&u;’l‘ "\(. ‘\'\'" - ’\““ \ ) & ) - ) - 4 ~
Y A AN G D ‘»\ﬁ«ﬁw%‘x& d U4 8 DColtmine
4 -
) 4

Q .
‘\ . i ~, S - -

" (2 \%__SL(... w\.*"\(__j,\,m,r\ \j:; aaY L\:\:} f\, )] '(-,\!C’" IR !
J . . A e b

=

{
{

SR _ W[ e
A ela R Qe TR D™
B !

B , AN S . - IV (e~
(_ O Y C& g “*—-c"\wg\‘ Qa0 REGS N &’f:f,}.}\. A C}}S\\u{_a

\Q“_LK-\,M&.}.&&, NS Ooalbe (M“LQ‘&L,C\;( Lk e

4

K

(\_ AL/ \r\ C—(;:-k.\\_ ,_i . Q L ,.,) - " . ."«’
\ e h,&\,,f)u S S~ C‘Vi; Kes

A, )
R

-
{
N N

~}) ™, 2N

/

]

N

(\". . 4 ™ . I3 ' ‘\‘ ]
) LLw—\CL& Q,,,i,,_,..“r\’tﬁ_;r\ ik - 6

) . ™~
BANGCECW S N e

.

-

]

S

(.-"' e "‘—‘"—'h-q.hm | '\\ f
. ' ta ( A
", / !\a-,r‘“ A“-"J ”
i -




